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that he had been summoned by heaven to carry
out a task, then he allowed nothing to stand in Ms
way. But this man, so fearless on such occasions,
showed himself weak and shrinking when he was
not assured of divine support. He wrote a letter
full of bitter reproach to the lords. They had, he
said, misled him scandalously, and he went on to
complain that for their sakes he had sacrificed his
position at Geneva, where he was honoured and
useful. How, he asked, could he return to Geneva
after so inglorious an end to an adventure of
which so much had been hoped. He exaggerated
the injury that he had received, and it is difficult
to suppose that Calvin or anyone else would have
censured him had he gone back to Geneva. He
himself, however, considered that it was impos-
sible to face his old congregation, and he settled
down to an extended stay in Dieppe.
Knox remained for seven months in the port,
and served as one of the preachers to the Protest-
ants there. Most of his time, however, was
employed in literary labours. Two treatises - A
Letter to His Brethren in Scotland., and A Letter to the
Professors of Truth in Scotland - were prepared and
dispatched from Dieppe, pamphlets which vigor-
ously pointed out the duty of everyone to work for
the true religion, and did not omit to state
graphically how terribly those who failed to play
their part would suffer. But his principal work
at Dieppe was The First Blast of the Trumpet